
BGHA Celebrating 80 years of 
continuous volunteer services and 
programs.  
 
The following has been taken from the pages of 
BELLEVILLE GENERAL HOSPITAL BGH One 
Hundred Years 1886-1986 history written by W.F. 
Buckley. The history of BGH includes a section on 
the BELLEVILLE GENERAL HOSPITAL 
AUXILIARY on pages 143 through 162. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

HOW OUR AUXILIARY GOT STARTED…….. 
With the growth of the hospital, and its attendant broadening of services it became increasingly apparent 

that assistance was needed in the day-by-day operation of the institution. 
“Be it resolved that such an organization be formed to be hereby known s the Hospital Auxiliary, its 

object being to cooperate with the Boas of Governors in all matters affecting the welfare of the hospital; that the 
Auxiliary’s relationship to the Administration be voluntary and to have no legal responsibility for the work or 
the administration of the hospital; that the offices be a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Recording 
Secretary, a Corresponding secretary, a Treasurer and such other officers and committees as the Auxiliary may 
require to carry on its activities from time to time.” 

With the resolution, which carried, on April 28, 1938, in the Council Chamber of City Hall, the 
women’s Hospital Auxiliary was breathed into existence. The meeting had been called at the request of the 
Board of Governors of the Hospital pursuant to the bylaws of the Women’s Christian Association. At the time 
Gordon Freisen was the Administrator of the Hospital and after the ensuing election of officers the following 
Executive was at his side: 

  
 President   Mrs. G.H. Stobie 
 Vice-President   Mrs. C.A. Cameron 
 Recording Secretary  Mrs. J.A. Kerr 
 Corresponding Secretary Mrs. G.S. Cronk 
 Treasurer   Mrs. R. I. Brown 
 
As well six additional ladies were elected to complete the Executive: Mrs. Joseph Chant, Mrs. A.B. 

Collins, Mrs. R.S. Stafford, Mrs. J.D. O ’Flynn, Mrs. G.A. Stokes and Mrs. B.C. Sisler. 
On a motion by Mrs. P.C. MacLaurin and Mrs. I.I. Moore it was decided that future meetings be held at 

3:00 P.M. on the third Tuesday of the month in the Hospital Board Room. 
Mrs. W.C. Mikel, Mrs. J.W. Kinnear and Mrs. Lazier were appointed to act as a committee of three to 

assist the President in formulating the Constitution with Mrs. Mikel to be the Honorary President 
By the second meeting, May 17, 1938, the Constitution was ready and entered into the minute book – a 

second proof of the determination of the ladies to further the effective operation of the Hospital insofar as 
volunteer services could manage. 
 
 


